
RESOLUTION NO. 2026- 10

RICE CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT

BOARD OF MANAGERS

FINDINGS AND ORDER GRANTING PETITION TO IMPOUND AND REROUTE DRAINAGE SYSTEM

WATERS WITH CONDITIONS

Manager x)& offered the following Resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Manager Milq do1 f•' 

Findings: 

1. The Rice Creek Watershed District is the drainage authority for Ramsey County Ditches 2
and 5 (" RCD 2 and RCD 5"). 

2. By Resolution 2013- 23, and as modified by subsequent Resolutions, the Board of

Managers initiated the New Brighton/ Saint Anthony/ Roseville Basic Water Management
Project within the watershed areas of RCDs 2, 3 and 5, assigning Project Number 2013- 
01. 

3. Project 2013- 01 is a long term, phased project to address water quality and quantity
management, habitat protection and enhancement, and community sustainability
within the project area. 

4. On April 22, 2026, the Rice Creek Watershed District Board petitioned itself to impound
and reroute drainage system waters at the upstream end of Ramsey County Ditch 2

RCD 2") and the downstream end of Ramsey County Ditch 5 (" RCD 5") related to the

construction of a portion of the New Brighton/ St. Anthony Village/ Roseville Basic Water
Management Project (# 2013- 01); specifically, the Jones Lake Restoration Project

Petition"). 

5. Various project components have been established and constructed as part of the
overall implementation of Project 2013- 01. 

6. The Petition is offered as a result of the Jones Lake Restoration portion of Project 2013- 
01 which will create new temporary flood storage to avoid adverse downstream
flooding from the implementation of future projects. 

7. Specifically, the future projects, also identified in the RCD 2 implementation plan, 
include increasing culvert capacity at CSAH 88 on RCD 5 and increasing storm sewer

capacity on RCD 2 Branch 1 to Jones Lake. Both projects are upstream of Jones Lake and
without the project, the conveyance improvements would create adverse downstream

flooding conditions, making them infeasible. In addition, the Jones Lake Restoration
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Project provides multiple benefits including water quality treatment and ecological
restoration of the degraded water body. 

8. On April 22, 2026, the Drainage Authority appointed Houston Engineering Inc., as the

engineering firm to investigate the effect of the proposed installation pursuant to Minn. 
Stat. § 103E. 227, subd. 3( a). 

9. Engineer Chris Otterness filed a report of findings with the Drainage Authority dated July
14, 2026. 

10. The Drainage Authority set a public hearing for August 24, 2026, for review of the
engineer' s report of findings and directed Drainage Authority staff to provide at least 10
days advance notice, by mail, of the time and location of the hearing to the Petitioners, 
political subdivisions, and owners of property likely to be affected by the proposed
impound, reroute, and diversion. 

11. At the August 24, 2026, hearing, Engineer Otterness presented the work proposed in the
Petition and a summary of the findings and conclusions in his engineer' s report. 

12. Engineer Otterness determined that the proposed impounding and rerouting of
drainage system waters will be of public and private benefit; will not impair the utility of
the drainage system; and will not deprive affected landowners of their benefits. 

13. The Jones Lake Restoration Project is situated at the upstream end of RCD 2 and the

downstream end of RCD 5. The proposed impoundment and reroute will include
excavation within Jones Lake ( above and below the normal water level); modification of

the existing lake outlet, construction of a sediment forebay, and construction of an
access route to the project. To accomplish these project components will require
modification of the RCD 2 and RCD 5 public drainage system. 

14. The project includes modifying the current impoundment of RCD 2 that serves as the
outlet for Jones Lake. The existing structure will be removed and replaced with a new
structure approximately 400 feet downstream. The new structure will maintain normal
water levels at current conditions but will have a higher top crest to impound flood
flows at a higher elevation and increase the storage capacity in the lake. This

impoundment affects portions of RCD 2 that are upstream of the dam. In addition, RCD
5 is located just upstream of RCD 2 ( via Jones Lake) and is likewise hydraulically affected
by the impoundment. 

15. The project also includes realigning the portion of RCD 5 that is downstream ( north) of
Lakeview Point Drive ( approximately 850 feet of ditch). The ditch bottom will be moved

approximately 20 feet to the east from its current location to enable access from
Lakeview Point Drive to the Jones Lake Restoration Project for construction and
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maintenance. Thiswillalsomake access easier forfuture maintenance ofthepublic
drainage system anddecrease erosion inthechannel.   

16. Inaddition tofloodreduction benefits, theproposed project alsoprovides the
opportunity tosignificantly reduce downstream sediment andnutrient delivery from
Jones Lakeviathedredging ofaccumulated organic material andtheconstruction ofa
sediment forebay. Further, theproject components alsoresult intheecological
restoration ofthehistoric lakehabitat.  

17. During thepublic hearing, thePresident called forcomments fromthepublicandall
comments submitted were takenandmadepartoftherecord ofproceedings onfile
withthe Drainage Authority. Nocomments were made atthepublic hearing thatcast
substantive doubtonthefindings inEngineer Otterness’s reportorraised anyreason
whytheDrainage Authority should notproceed withapproving thePetition.  

18. Allproposed modifications arewithin theproperty that isowned bytheCityofNew
Brighton, under aCityeasement, and/orwithin theRCD2andRCD5culvert under CSAH
88/1-35Winterchange.   

19. Basedontherecordofproceedings before it, the Drainage Authority findsthatthe
proposed impound andreroute willbeofpublicandprivate benefit bysupporting
future actions related toProject 2013-01; providing consistent access toRCD5atits
outlet; creating sediment control attheRCD5outlet; improving downstream water
quality, andincreasing temporary storage offloodwaters, thereby decreasing the
burden onthedownstream publicdrainage system.   

20. Basedontherecordofproceedings before it, the Drainage Authority findsthatthe
proposed impoundment andreroute willnot impair theutilityoftheRCD2andRCD5
public drainage systems ordeprive other landowners ofitsbenefit.    

Order:  
Basedontheforegoing Findings andtheentire record ofproceedings before theBoard, the
Board, acting asthedrainage authority forRCD2andRCD5, hereby orders asfollows:  

A. That theDrainage Authority’sPetition toimpound andreroute drainage system waters
isgranted subject toalloftheconditions stated inthisOrder.   

B. TheDistrict shallberesponsible forallcostsassociated with thedesign andconstruction
oftheproposed impound & reroute ofdrainage system, including allpermits, for the
rerouted portions, allcosts incurred toconduct theseproceedings, andallcosts incurred
bytheDrainage Authority.  
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C. Following construction, the original drainage system records shall be modified to reflect
reroute and impoundment locations as described in the project concept plans and
engineer' s report of findings. 

D. Following construction, the Drainage Authority shall have jurisdiction over and be
responsible for repairs of the modified portions of the drainage system. 

The question was on the adoption of the Resolution and there were yeas and nays as

follows: 

Yea Nay Absent Abstain

BRADLEY

HEGLAND 11

ROBERTSON Ill

WALLER

WEINANDT

Upon vote, the President declared the Resolution (/ 

Q, ( A,.- d Dated: August 24, 2026

Jane egland, Secretar

I, Janet Hegland, Secretary of the Rice Creek Watershed District, do hereby certify that I
have compared the above resolution with the original thereof as the same appears of record

and on file with the District and find the same to be a true and correct transcript thereof. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I hereunto set my hand this 241h day of August, 2026. 

Jan Hegland, Secrets y
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