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What We’ll Discuss
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Rice Creek Watershed District

RCWD Facts [N :
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Mission is to manage,
protect, and improve the
water resources of the
District through flood
control and water quality
projects and programs

RCWD Established in 1972

By the Board of Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR) upon petition by the citizens,
county boards, and cities
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District is not immune to nature!
Active role in the communities
striving for resiliency in the face
of climate change.

Lake Jose
Rain Garden = COUNtY Park

Lower Hard
wo
Restoraﬂon od Creek

www.ricecreek.org

Learn about their many active
projects and ways to get involved.
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What is a “Public Drainage System” and
Why were they Constructed?

Near turn of 20" Century, landowners were in a “fight” with water

Reduce Flooding

Create Pastureland
(occasional crop)

Mosquito-borne disease
(malaria and others)
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What is a “Public Drainage System” and

Why were they Constructed?

Regional outlets for water (ditch or tile) needed to be constructed
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Photo courtesy of the Historical Society

Required collective effort
(multiple landowners)

Universal cooperation /
agreement rarely existed
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What is a “Public Drainage System” and
Why were they Constructed?

Public drainage law established enabling landowners to

Petition for establishment of
“public drainage systems”

A “Drainage Authority”
is required to manage

oA

QURCWD

SZZRA) RiCE CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT

Photo courtesy of the Historical Society



What is a “Public Drainage System” and
Why were they Constructed?

Evolution of Public Drainage Systems in Urban Environments

Rapid development of
Metro and Surrounding
in 1940’s / 50’s / 60’s

Purpose / function of

county ditches changed
Agricultural drainage
Municipal stormwater outlet
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Administer the
public drainage
system on behalf
of the assessed
lands balancing
the needs of all

users
Role of District
as a Drainage
L .
Assessed ands assessed Authority

have a right to
drain water to the
public drainage
system
(within regulation)

landowners can
request action by
the drainage
authority
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Inspection /
Maintenance.
Research and

Archive Records.

How the District
Manages
Drainage Systems

Communicate with Coordinate with
Landowners. Regulating
Hold Public Hearing Agencies. Apply for
Receive Petitions. Permits. Ensure
Administer compliance with

Assessments. MN Statutes
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Why Maintain the
Public Drainage System?

* |t fulfills Drainage Authority responsibilities as required by
Minnesota law

* It provides predictable drainage and stormwater management
for RCWD cities and landowners now and in the future

* Public Health / Welfare, and protection of infrastructure

Maintenance Full Repair
More cost effective Needed when extent

for small isolated of maintenance is
solutions more comprehensive
on the system
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Two Legal Terms
to clarify up front

* Mn Drainage Law, Statute Chapter 103E

Repair Improvement
Restoring drainage Making the ditch
function as originally deeper or wider,

constructed or lowering culvert
subsequently improved inverts, increasing the
[ACSIC] capacity
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Judicial Ditch 3 Recent Events

Complete System-wide Complete Repair Construction
Repair Report Branches 1, 2, 4 Anticipated
Fall 2018 Winter 2023 2027
O O O O O
Fall 2020 Fall 2024

Complete Repair Complete Feasibility
Main Trunk & Branch 3 Study for 35E to Peltier
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JD3 / Clearwater Creek
Stabilization Preliminary
Grading Extent

JD 3 and Clearwater Creek
Centerlines

|| Public Water Basins
Proposed Grading Contours

500 1,000

31 HOUSTON
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Bank Erosion
Cottonwood
in the ditch
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Bank Sloughing
Trees in Ditch

RICE CREEK WATERSHED DISTRICT

W

t




Bank Armoring
Rock Revetments
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Sediment Plume
Outlet into Peltier Lake
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Alternatives
Considered

e Re-meander

* Rock Revetments

* Rock Riffle Drop Structure

* Ditch Repair / Vegetation Management
* Retention / Storage

 Two-Stage Ditch
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Alternatives
Considered

ck Revetments

ck Riffle Drop Structure

* Retention / Storage
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JD3 / Clearwater Creek
Stabilization Preliminary
Grading Extent

JD 3 and Clearwater Creek
Centerlines

|| Public Water Basins
Proposed Grading Contours

500 1,000

31 HOUSTON
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Two-Stage Ditch
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Two-Stage
Ditch (example)
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JD3 / Clearwater Creek
Stabilization Preliminary
Grading Extent

JD 3 and Clearwater Creek
Centerlines

|| Public Water Basins
Proposed Grading Contours
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Ditch Repair — Vegetation Establishment
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JD3 / Clearwater Creek
Stabilization Preliminary
Grading Extent

JD 3 and Clearwater Creek
Centerlines

|| Public Water Basins
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Remeander Historic and LiDAR

Re-meander Historic Aerial Imagery and Lidar

Proposed Re-meander Alignment Anoka County Lidar

) _ ) ‘ Scale: Drawn by: |Checked by: |Project No.: |Date:
— Historic Clearwater Creek Alignment _ High : 1136.66 AS SHOWN | KB ANN 5555-0349 | 9/3/2026

= Current JD 3 Alignment Low : 797.564

B 1947 Aerial (University of Minnesota) Em RCWD ::iHOUSTON
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(example)
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Project Benefits

Reduction in Sediment contributions downstream to PeItlerM_

Reduced maintenance obligation regarding ditch stability

Reduced frequency of flooding pressure along roadways

Reduced cleanup / mitigation costs for Peltier Lake
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Public Information Meeting (This Meeting)

Refine the Design / Obtain Permits & Easements Next Steps /

Estimated Timeline
Public Hearing (Winter 2027)

Board consideration of resolution/order to Construction timi ng
establish a repair (following hearing) .

partially dependent

on T&E Species

avoidance

measures and site
Meeting with landowners in construction zone conditions

Plan development / bid project (Spring 2027)

Construction (Summer 2027)
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We Want Your Input

* Help frame up final layout and design

* Do you have concerns about loss of drainage benefits
(e.g., areas not identified for repair)?

* Do you have concerns about trees or structures located
next to the ditch?

* Would you like an on-site meeting / request cards
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