
MEMORANDUM 

Rice Creek Watershed District 

1 | P a g e

Date: May 8, 2025 

To: RCWD Board of Managers 

From: Will Roach, District Technician/Inspector 

Subject: BWSR Watershed Based Implementation Funding (WBIF) Results 

Approval of BWSR Grant Agreement & Preparation of Work Plans 

Introduction 
Staff will provide a summary of the results from the FY24-25 Rice Creek Metro WBIF Convene Process, 
highlighting seven projects selected by the committee, one of which will be led by RCWD. Following the 
discussion, Board action will be requested to approve a grant agreement and authorize staff to prepare a 
work plan to submit to the Board of Water and Soil Resources for the one RCWD project.  

Background 
RCWD staff facilitated the FY24-25 WBIF Convene Committee for the Rice Creek allocation area. A total of 
$448,016 was made available by BWSR for projects within the Rice Creek Watershed. Convene Committee 
members included Rice Creek WD, Anoka SWCD, Washington SWCD, Washington County, Ramsey County 
SWCD, City of Mounds View and City of New Brighton. Hennepin County elected not to participate. 
Meetings were held on May 14th, June 20th, and August 1st of 2024 and a final meeting was held on March 
25, 2025.  

Seven eligible projects were approved by the committee for submission to BWSR (see attached): 
1. City of Lino Lakes Shenandoah Park Plans and Specs - $52,650
2. Rice Creek Watershed District JD3 Clearwater Creek Restoration - $108,900
3. Ramsey County SWCD Island Lake Shoreline Restoration - $100,000
4. Washington SWCD Lost Lake Bioretention and Shoreline - $48,000
5. Washington SWCD Soil Health Implementation - $10,000
6. Washington SWCD Tighe – Schmitz WQ Improvement Projects - $75,000
7. Washington SWCD Isolator Rows at Mahtomedi Ave & Locust - $53,466

BWSR has offered a grant agreement to RCWD in the amount of $108,900 for the JD 3 / Clearwater Creek 
Restoration project which will consist of preparing design plans for a multi-purpose drainage management 
project with the goal to restore and/or stabilize the portion of JD 3 downstream of I-35W. Staff is looking 
for approval to begin the drafting of work plans for the project with the understanding that BWSR will 
provide additional input on the work which may require modification by staff.  

Recommendation 
Staff recommends that the board authorize staff to begin drafting the work plan to submit to BWSR for 
approval and that the Board authorize the Administrator to execute the grant agreement upon BWSR’s 
approval of the work plan.  

Proposed Motion: Manager ____________ moves to direct staff to prepare work plans to submit  
to BWSR for approval and authorizes the Administrator to execute the grant agreement upon 
BWSR approval of the work plan, including any modifications to the plan as required by BWSR.  

Attachment: ²BIF Grant Agreement. 
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4325 Pheasant Ridge Dr #611
Blaine, MN 55449

763-398-3070

Nick Tomczik, Administrator
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